CLAIMS 
A voice communication system comprising: 

a telephone network including a multiplicity of tele- 
phony interconnected by telephone network interconnections; 

a computer network having a multiplicity of nodes and 
enabling \p-mail communication between said nodes; 

multiplicity of voice response computers, each voice 
response computer being connected to a node of said computer 
network and beYng actuable by an input received from one of said 
multiplicity of ^telephones via said telephone network for commu- 
nicating voice received via said one of said multiplicity of 
telephones via e-mai\ over said computer network • 

A voice conunun^cation system comprising: 

a telephone ne~6work including a multiplicity of tele- 
phones interconnected by telephone network interconnections; 

a computer network\having a multiplicity of nodes and 
enabling e-mail communication between said nodes; 

a multiplicity of voiceVresponse computers, each voice 
response computer being connected to a node of said computer 
network and being actuable by an inpurt: received from one of said 
multiplicity of voice response computers via said computer net- 
work for receiving voice communicated\ via e-mail over said 
computer network and providing a voice output to a telephone via 
said telephone network* 



A voice communication system comprising: 

\ 
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.a telephone network Including a multiplicity of tele- 
phones interconnected by telephone network interconnections; 

a\ computer network having a multiplicity of nodes and 
enabling e-m^il communication between said nodes; 

a multiplicity of voice response computers, each voice 
response compter being connected to a node of said computer 
network and beAg actuable by an input received from one of said 
multiplicity of Wlephones via said telephone network for commu- 
nicating voice deceived via said one of said multiplicity of 
telephones via e-mail over said computer network, each voice 
response computer\ also being actuable by an input received from 
one of said multiplicity of voice response computers via said 
computer network fW receiving voice communicated via e-mail 
over said computer Ve twork and providing a voice output to a 
telephone via said telephone network. 

A voice communication system comprising: 

a telephone neWork including a multiplicity of tele- 
phones interconnected by telephone network interconnections; 

a computer netwok having a multiplicity of nodes and 
enabling e-mail communication between said nodes; 

a multiplicity of vLce response computers, each voice 
response computer being connected to a node of said computer 
network and being actuable by aV input received from one of said 
multiplicity of telephones via s\id telephone network for commu- 
nicating voice received via saA one of said multiplicity of 
telephones via a non-streaming Internet protocol over said com- 
puter network. 
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A voice communication system comprising: 

a telephone network including a multiplicity of tele- 
phones interconnected by telephone network interconnections; 

a computer network having a multiplicity of nodes and 
enablVLng non-streaming Internet protocol communication between 
said ntpdes; 

a multiplicity of voice response computers, each voice 
response \ computer being connected to a node of said computer 
network and being actuable by an input received from one of said 
multiplicity of voice response computers via said computer net- 
work for receiving voice communicated via a non-streaming inter- 
net protocol Vyver said computer network and providing a voice 
output to a telephone via said telephone network. 

fif- A voic^ommunication system comprising: 

a telephone network including a multiplicity of tele- 
phones interconnected loy telephone network interconnections; 

a computer network having a multiplicity of nodes and 
enabling e-mail communicax;ion between said nodes; 

a multiplicity o A voice response computers, each voice 
response computer being connected to a node of said computer 
network and being actuable by \n input received from one of said 
multiplicity of telephones via said telephone network for commu- 
nicating voice received via saia one of said multiplicity of 
telephones via a non-streaming Internet protocol over said com- 
puter network, each voice response opmputer also being actuable 
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by 4n input received from one of said multiplicity of voice 
response computers via said computer network for receiving voice 
communicated via a non-streaming Internet protocol over said 
computer network and providing a voice output to a telephone via 
said telephone network. 

-/ \* 

\ A communication system comprising: 

cellular telephone network including a multiplicity 
of telephones interconnected by telephone network interconnec- 

tions; \ 

a computer network having a multiplicity of nodes and 
enabling communication between said nodes; 

a multiplicity of computers, each computer being con- 
nected to a nodeW said computer network and being actuable by 
an input received fLn one of said multiplicity of telephones via 
said telephone netwoVk for communicating messages received via 
said one of said multiplicity of telephones via a telephone 
compatible Internet coUinication language over said computer 
network, at least one of Venders or recipients of said messages 
being user-selected buddies! 

A communication system comprising: 

a cellular telephone Vetwork including a multiplicity 
of telephones interconnected by \elephone network interconnec- 
tions; \ 

a computer network having\a multiplicity of nodes and 
enabling communication between said nddes; 

a multiplicity of computers, each computer being 
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connected to a node of said computer network and being actuable 
by an input received from one of said multiplicity of voice 
response computers via said computer network for receiving mes- 
sages cbmmunicated via a telephone compatible Internet communi- 
cation uanguage over said computer network and providing a 
telephoned compatible Internet communication language output to a 
telephone via said telephone network, at least one of senders or 
recipients of said messages being user- selected buddies. 

A communication system comprising: 

a ceiMular telephone network including a multiplicity 
of telephones interconnected by telephone network interconnec- 
tions; \ 

a computer network having a multiplicity of nodes and 
enabling communication between said nodes; 

a multiplicity of computers, each computer being con- 
nected to a node of saick computer network and being actuable by 
an input received from one >of said multiplicity of telephones via 
said telephone network for communicating messages received via 
said one of said multiplicity of telephones via a telephone 
compatible Internet communication language over said computer 
network, each computer also beinck actuable by an input received 
from one of said multiplicity of qpmputers via said computer 
network for receiving messages commuVicated over said computer 
network and providing a telephone compatible Internet communica- 
tion language output to a telephone viA said telephone network, 
at least one of senders or recipients ©f said messages being 
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user- selected buddies. 

\ A communication system for use with a computer network 

and comprising: 

a recorder recording a sender's voice; 

a web server storing the sender's voice; and 

a Viotifier sending a notification to at least one 

recipient, saJ)d notification containing a link enabling retrieval 

of the sender ? a voice from said web server. 

1*1^ A communication system comprising: 

a telephone network including a multiplicity of tele- 
phones interconnected by telephone network interconnections; 

a compute A network having a multiplicity of nodes and 
enabling communication\between said nodes ; 

at least one web server connected to one of said multi- 
plicity of nodes; and \ 

at least one voice response computer connected to one 
of said multiplicity of node^, 
and wherein: \ 

at least one <yf said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates data with said a^ least one web server using a 
telephone compatible Internet comnfunication language; 

at least one of saiffl multiplicity of telephones 
communicates voice with said at leaat one voice response comput- 
er; and \ 

at least one of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates identification information to said at least one 
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voice ^ response computer, said identification information estab- 
lishing a connection between said voice and said data. 

l^f. \A communication system comprising: 

telephone network including a multiplicity of tele- 
phones interconnected by telephone network interconnections; 

a tomputer network having a multiplicity of nodes and 
enabling commimication between said nodes; 

at least one web server connected to one of said multi- 
plicity of node^; and 

at lea>pt one voice response computer connected to one 
of said multiplicity of nodes, 
and whered 

at Ueast one of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates data with said at least one web server using a 
telephone compatible Intternet communication language; 

at leasTi one of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates voice with sa^.d at least one voice response comput- 
er; 

at least one >of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates identification information to said at least one 
voice response computer, said identification information estab- 
lishing a connection between said Voice and said data; and 

said at least oneV/oice response computer re- 
cords said voice received from said ^t least one of said multi- 
plicity of telephones, 
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A communication system comprising: 

a telephone network including a multiplicity of tele- 
phoh^s interconnected by telephone network interconnections; 

a computer network having a multiplicity of nodes and 
enablin^ycommunication between said nodes; 

least one web server connected to one of said multi- 
plicity of Ixodes; and 

at \least one voice response computer connected to one 
of said multiplicity of nodes, 
and wtii^rein: 

a\ least one of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates data\ with said at least one web server using a 
telephone compatibl^ Internet communication language; 

at l^ast one of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates voice with said at least one voice response comput- 
er; and 

at least None of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates identification information to said at least one 
voice response computer, sax^sj identification information estab- 
lishing a connection between s\id voice and said data; 

said at least\>ne voice response computer re- 
cords said voice received from se^id at least one of said multi- 
plicity of telephones and stores s^.d voice on said web server; 
and 

a notification is sent\ to at least one recipient, 
said notification containing a link er^bling retrieval of the 
voice from said web server. 
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\ A conununication system comprising: 

a computer network having a multiplicity of nodes and 
enablil^g e-mail communication between said nodes; and 

at least one database connected to said computer net- 
work and scoring e-mail communications between said nodes. 

15 • A communication system according to claim 14 and also 

comprising at least one voice response computer connected at a 
node of said computer network, said at least one voice response 
computer being capable of accessing said at least one database. 

16. a communication system according to claim 15 and where- 

in at least one proxy is interposed between said at least one 
voice response computer and said at least one database. 

■ 17u A communication system according to claim 1 and also 

tyf P ro ^ing buddy functionality whereby communications are sent to 
user-selected buddies via said computer network. 

18. A\ communication system according to claim 1 and also 

providing buddy functionality whereby communications are sent to 
user-selected buddies via said computer network indicating that a 
user is communicatW using a user's telephone via said telephone 
network with a user'sVoice response computer. 

19 • A communication \ystem according to claim 1 and also 

providing buddy functionality\hereby communications are sent to 
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user- selected buddies via said computer network indicating that a 
user hafls communicated voice via said telephone network and said 
computer \ network using a user's telephone and a user's voice 
response computer . 



20 . A communication system according to claim 1 and wherein 
said voice response computers are operative to convert DTMF to a 
buddy communicaTcion protocol. 

21. A communication system according to claim 1 and wherein 
said voice response computers communicate with a database. 

22^. A communication system according to claim 21 and where- 

in salbd database is an SQL database. 

23. A communication system according to claim 1 and wherein 

said multiplicity of voice response computers is actuated by the 
sender choosing an e-mail address of a recipient from a pre- 
defined directory. 

24s- A communication system according to claim 1 and wherein 

saidNmiltiplicity of voice response computers are actuated by the 
sender es^tering an e-mail address of a recipient via DTMF codes* 

25. A communication system according to claim 24 and where- 

in said multiplicity of voice response computers are operative to 
store in a directory, e-mail addresses entered by a sender. 
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26. A communication system according to claim 1 and wherein 

said multiplicity of voice response computers is actuated by the 
sender entering an e-mail address of a recipient via speech 
recognition by one of said multiplicity of voice response comput- 
ers. 

|27. A communication system according to claim 2 and also 

>roviding buddy functionality whereby communications are sent 
from user-selected buddies via said computer network. 

2a. A communication system according to claim 2 and also 

providing buddy functionality whereby communications are sent 
fromvi user-selected buddies via said computer network indicating 
that user is communicating using a user f s telephone via said 
telephone network with a user's voice response computer. 

29. V communication system according to claim 2 and also 
providing middy functionality whereby communications are sent 
from user-selected buddies via said computer network indicating 
that a user hass communicated voice via said telephone network and 
said computer Vietwork using a user's telephone and a user's 
voice response computer. 

30. A communication system according to claim 2 and wherein 
said voice response computers are capable of sensing the presence 
of a link to an audio file in e-mail received thereat. 
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31 • A communication system according to claim 30 and where- 

in said voice response computers are capable of accessing said 
audio file via said link for playing said audio file to a recipi- 
ent. 

J2 * A communication system according to claim 3 and also 

providing buddy functionality whereby communications are sent to 
usd^r-selected buddies via said computer network. 

33. \ A communication system according to claim 3 and also 
providing, buddy functionality whereby communications are sent to 
user-selected buddies via said computer network indicating that a 
user is communicating using a user's telephone via said telephone 
network with a user's voice response computer. 



34 • A communication system according to claim 3 and also 

providing buddy functionality whereby communications are sent to 
user-selected buddies viaXsaid computer network indicating that a 
user has communicated voiceyvia said telephone network and said 
computer network using a us^s telephone and a user's voice 
response computer . 



35. A coi 

providing bud 
user- selected 




n system according to claim 4 and also 
onality whereby communications are sent to 
es via said computer network. 



36- communication system according to claim 4 and also 

providing bu^dy functionality whereby communications are sent to 
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use±- selected buddies via said computer network indicating that a 
user\ is communicating using a user's telephone via said telephone 
network with a user's voice response computer, 

37. A A communication system according to claim 4 and also 
providing\buddy functionality whereby communications are sent to 
user-selected buddies via said computer network indicating that a 
user has communicated voice via said telephone network and said 
computer network using a user 1 s telephone and a user 1 s voice 
response computer. 

38. A communication system according to claim 4 and wherein 
said voice response computers are operative to convert DTMF to a 
buddy communication protocol . 

39% A communication system according to claim 4 and wherein 

saidynultiplicity of voice response computers is actuated by the 
sender\ choosing an e-mail address of a recipient from a pre- 
defined oi rectory. 

40. A communication system according to claim 4 and wherein 

said multiplicit^ol^voice response computers are actuated by the 
sender entering kr\ 4-majA address of a recipient via DTMF codes. 

41 • A communication system according to claim 40 and where- 

in said multiplicity of vodce response computers are operative to 
store in a directory, e-mair^ addresses entered by a sender. 
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42. \A communication system according to claim 4 and wherein 

said multiplicity of voice response computers is actuated by the 
sender entering an e-mail address of a recipient via speech 
recognition B^y one of said multiplicity of voice response comput- 
ers. 




43 • A doitfcunrication system according to claim 5 and also 

providing buddy/ \f un ctionality whereby communications are sent 
from user- selected buddies via said computer network* 




44 • A communication system according to claim 5 and also 

roviding buddy functionality whereby communications are sent 
from V user-selected buddies via said computer network indicating 
that a\user is communicating using a user's telephone via said 
telephone\network with a user's voice response computer. 



45 • A Communication system according to claim 5 and also 

providing budd\ functionality whereby communications are sent 
from user-selected buddies via said computer network indicating 
that a user has communicated voice via said telephone network and 
said computer network\using a user's telephone and a user's 
voice response computer. 



i 6 * A communication system according to claim 5 and wherein 

saiS^yoice response computers are capable of sensing the presence 
of a lihk to an audio file in e-mail received thereat. 
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47. A communication system according to claim 46 and where- 
in said voice response computers are capable of accessing said 
audio file via said link for playing said audio file to a recipi- 
ent. 

48. A \ commurx^dation system according to claim 6 and also 
providing bup^^t unctionality whereby communications are sent to 
user-selected^uddies via said computer network. 

40. A communication system according to claim 6 and also 

r&viding buddy functionality whereby communications are sent to 
user\selected buddies via said computer network indicating that a 
user ilte communicating using a user's telephone via said telephone 
network t^ith a user's voice response computer. 

50. A\ communication system according to claim 6 and also 
providing budfiy functionality whereby communications are sent to 
user-selected buddies via said computer network indicating that a 
user has communicated voice via said telephone network and said 
computer network Rising a user's telephone and a user's voice 
response computer, 

51. A communication system according to claim 10 and where- 
in the recorder employs a telephone network. 



52. A communication system according to claim 10 and where- 

in the recorder employs a microphone outputting to a computer. 
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53. A communication system according to claim 10 and where- 
in said web server stores the sender's voice together with the 
meta-information associated therewith in a single storage unit. 

54. A communication system according to claim 53 and where- 
in the recorder spools the sender's voice to a local storage 
facility. 

55. A communication system according to claim 53 and also 
comprising a transmitter transmitting a sender's voice 

56. A communication system according to claim 55 and where- 
inlaid transmitter transmits said sender ' s voice via HTTP PUT to 
saiaVweb server. 

57. \ A communication system according to claim 55 and where- 
in the transmitter spools the sender's voice to an SMTP server. 

58. A communication system according to claim 55 and where- 
in the transmitter encodes a sender's voice in a compressed 
format. 

5*9. A communication system according to claim 55 and where- 

in s^id web server includes an SMTP server. 

60. >A communication system according to claim 55 and where- 

in said web server includes an HTTP server enabled to handle PUT 
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commands * 

61. A communication system according to claim 10 and where- 
in said web server encodes said sender's voice in a streaming 
format. 

62. A communication system according to claim 10 and where- 
in said web server is operative to encode multiple senders 1 
voices simultaneously . 

63. A communication system according to claim 10 and where- 
in said web server includes functionality which associates user 
preferences with recorded user voice elements. 

64. A communication system according to claim 10 and also 
having the following functionality: 

formatting the notification as a function of at least 
one parameter of the recipient. 

65. A communication system according to claim 10 and also 
having the following functionality: 

formatting the notification for a plurality of partici- 
pants as a function of at least one parameter of each recipient. 

66. A communication system according to claim 10 and where- 
in said link connects to at least an advertising medium. 
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67. A communication system according to claim 66 and where- 
in said link also connects to an audio file. 

68. A communication system according to claim 14 and where- 
in each of said multiplicity of databases contains a plurality of 
mail tables, wherein each mail table has assigned thereto a 
limited number of users. 

69. A communication system according to claim 14 and where- 
in at least one of said multiplicity of databases includes a list 
of destination addresses. 

70. A communication system according to claim 69 and where- 
in said list comprises a multiplicity of lists of destination 
addresses . 

71. A communication system according to claim 70 and where- 
in at least one of said multiplicity of databases includes a 
meta-list for indexing said multiplicity of lists. 

7^f. \ method for management of electronic mail, comprising 

the steps ofc 

converting an e-matil message from text to speech; 

receiWng an^i^tfput request for a selected e-mail mes- 
sage; J \ k s 

readimg ifhe selected e-mail message; 

recording \ reply to the selected e-mail message, 
producing an audio f ile\ and 
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sending the audio file as an attachment to a reply e- 



mail . 



73. 
file. 



Thfe method of claim 72 wherein the audio file is a WAV 



74. The \method of claim 72 wherein the audio file is a 
compressed WAV file, 

75. The method of claim 72 and also the step of downloading 
an e-mail message Jrom an e-mail server, 

76. The method of claim 72 and also including the step of 
forwarding the selected e-mail message to a pager- 



77. The method 

forwarding the selected 



claim 72 and aXso including the step of 
ie to a fax machine. 



J^i A method for mSrfa^pment of electronic mail, comprising 

the steps of : 

converting an e-mai3\ message from text to speech; 

receiving an input request for a selected e-mail mes- 
sage; 

reading the selected e-Aail message; 

recording a reply to t^ie selected e-mail message, 
producing an audio file; 

storing the audio file on ai computer; and 
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sending a reply e-mail containing a link to the audio 



file. 



7g # The\ method of claim 78 wherein the audio file is a 

RealAudio file] 

80. The method of claim 78 and also including the step of 

downloading an e-foail message from an e-mail server. 



81. The mfeth$>4 of 

forwarding the s^lecl 



aim 78 and also including the step of 
d e-mail message to a pager. 



82. The method of claim 78 and also including the step of 

forwarding the selected te-mail message to a fax machine. 



A system for management of electronic mail, comprising: 
a text-to-speech converter converting an e-mail message 
from teifc^ to speech; 

receiver receiving an input request for a selected e- 

mail message; * 

an aucJio player reading the selected e-mail message; 
an audioNrecorder recording a reply to the selected e- 
mail message, producing an audio file; and 

a transmitter\sending the audio file as an attachment 
to a reply e-mail. 



The system of claim 83 wherein the audio file is a WAV 
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85. v The system of claim 84 wherein the audio file is a 
compressed WAV file. 

86. The system of claim 83 and also including a downloader 
downloading an e-mail message from an e-mail server. 



87. The system of claim 83 and also including a mail for- 
warder forwarding the selected e-mail message to a pager. 

88. The system of claim 83 and also including a mail for- 
warder forwarding the selected e-mail message to a fax machine. 

A system for management of electronic mail, comprising: 
a text-to-speech converter converting an e-mail message 
from t&^t to speech; 

,a receiver receiving an input request for a selected e- 
mail message 

an ^udio player reading the selected e-mail message; 
an auciLO recorder recording a reply to the selected e- 
mail message, producing an audio file; 

a computer ^storing the audio file; and 

a transmitter^sending a reply e-mail containing a link 
to the audio file. 

90. The system of claim 89 wherein the audio file is a 

RealAudio f ile . 
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91. The system of claim 89 and also including a downloader 
downloading an e-mail message from an e-mail server. 

92. The system of claim 89 and also including a mail 
forwarder forwarding the selected e-mail message to a pager. 

93. The system of claim 89 and also including a mail for- 
warder forwarding the selected e-mail message to a fax machine. 

A method for managing voice electronic mail comprising 
the^steps of: 

playing by a local computer an incoming audio file 
containingsa voice message, the incoming audio file residing on a 
remote computer; and 

savings, the incoming audio file as a local audio file on 
the local computer Nafter said playing step. 

95. The method of claim 94 wherein the incoming audio file 
is a streaming audio file. 

96. The method of claim 95 wherein the streaming audio file 
is a RealAudio file. 

97- The method of claim 94 wherein the local audio file is 

a WA^sfile. 

98. T^e method of claim 94 wherein the local audio file is 
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a compressed WAV file. 



99. The method of claim 94 wherein the local audio file is 

a RealAudio file. 

^ipeff A method for management of electronic mail, comprising 

the\ steps of: 

converting an e-mail message from text to speech; 
receiving an input request for a selected e-mail mes- 
sage; 

reading the selected e-mail message; 

Recording a reply to the selected e-mail message , 
producing an audio file; 

sending the audio file as an attachment to a reply e- 

mail; and 

playirig the audio file. 



101. 
file. 



The methora of ci^im lOOywherein the audio file is a WAV 



102. The method Qf claim 100 wherein the audio file is a 
compressed WAV file. 

103. The method of cl^dm 102 and wherein said playing step 
includes the step of decompressing the audio file. 



10^f A method for management of electronic mail, comprising 

the steps of: 
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converting an e-mail message from -text; to speech; 
receiving an input request for a selected e-mail mes- 
sage; 

readihg the selected e-mail message; 
recording a reply to the selected e-mail message, 
producing an audio file; 

storind the audio file on a first computer; 
sending\ a reply e-mail containing a link to the audio 

file; 

playing ^he audio file; and 
saving thfe audio file. 

105. The method of claim 104 wherein the audio file is a 
RealAudio file. 

106. The metl^od ag claim 104 and wherein said saving step 
includes the step o^^c^nverting the audio file to a designated 
file format- 

107. The method of \:laim 106 wherein the designated file 
format is a WAV format. 

108. The method of ciaim 106 wherein the designated file 
format is a compressed WAV format. 



A system for managing voice electronic mail comprising: 
an au&io player within a local computer playing an 
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incoming audio file containing a voice message, the Incoming 
audio file residing on a remote computer; and 

a \data processor saving the incoming audio file as a 
local audio vfile on the local computer, after said audio player 
plays the incoming audio file. 

110. The system of claim 109 wherein the incoming audio file 
is a streaming audio file. 

111. The system of claim 110 wherein the streaming audio 
file is a RealAudio file. 

H2. The system of claim 109 wherein the local audio file is 

a W)yv file, 

113. \ The system of claim 109 wherein the local audio file is 
a compress\d WAV file. 



114. The system of claim 109 wherein the local audio file is 

a RealAudio file. 



1J&J\ A system for management of electronic mail, comprising: 

\ a text-to-speech converter converting an e-mail message 
from text\to speech; 

a\receiver receiving an input request for a selected e- 
mail message; 

a firsfc audio player reading the selected e-mail mes- 
sage; \ 
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an audio recorder recording a reply "to "the selected e- 
mail messaged producing an audio file; 

a transmitter sending the audio file as an attachment 
to a reply e-ntail; and 

a seAond audio player playing the audio file. 



The system of claim 115 wherein the audio file is a WAV 




117. \ The system of claim 115 wherein the audio file is a 
compressecT^WAV file. 

118. The system of claim 117 and also comprising a decom- 
pressor decompressing the audio file. 

IJ^. A system for management of electronic mail, comprising: 

\ a text-to-speech converter converting an e-mail message 

from te^t to speech; 

\a receiver receiving an input request for a selected e- 
mail message! 

a first audio player reading the selected e-mail mes- 
sage; \ 

an audioNrecorder recording a reply to the selected e- 
mail message, producing an audio file; 

a computer sttoring the audio file; 

a transmitter stending a reply e-mail containing a link 
to the audio file; 
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a sectond audio player playing the audio file; and 
a datia processor saving the audio file. 

120. The system of claim 119 wherein the audio file is a 

RealAudio file. 



121. The system of claim 119 and wherein said data processor 

converts the audio file to a designated file format. 



P^j Ss )122^ The system of claim 121 wherein the designated file 

JbvG 

=AT format is a WAV format. 

m 

123. \ The system of claim 121 wherein the designated file 
format is \ compressed WAV format. 



12&* A method for management of electronic mail, comprising 

the &£eps of: 

converting an e-mail message from text to speech; 
receiving an input request for a selected e-mail mes- 
sage; 

reading th^ sfelected-mail containing a link to the 
audio file; 

reco^ng^a reply to the selected e-mail message; 
producing afc* audio file containing the recorded reply; 
sending the audio file to a computer; and 
sending a reply\e-mail containing a link to the audio 

file. 
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125. The method of claim 124 wherein the audio file is a 
RealAudio file . 

126. THe method of claim 124 and also including the step of 
downloading an e-mail message from an e-mail server. 



laim 124 and also including the step of 
e-mail message to a pager. 



127. The m< 

forwarding the 




128. The m&tJafoJiJ of claim 124 and also including the step of 

forwarding the selected e-mail message to a fax machine. 

A system for management of electronic mail, comprising: 
a text-to-speech converter converting an e-mail message 
from td*ft to speech; 

receiver receiving an input request for a selected e- 
mail messaged 

an a^dio player reading the selected e-mail message; 

an audxo recorder recording a reply to the selected e- 
mail message and producing an audio file containing the recorded 
reply; and 

a transmitter\sending the audio file to a computer and 
sending a reply e-mail coVtaining a link to the audio file. 



130. The system of claim 129 wherein the audio file is a 

RealAudio file. 
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131. The system of claim 129 and also including a downloader 
downloading an e-mail message from an e-mail server. 

132. The system of claim 129 and also including a mail 
forwarder forwarding the selected e-mail message to a pager. 

133. The system of claim 129 and also including a mail 
forwarder forwarding the selected e-mail message to a fax ma- 
chine . 



A method for management of electronic mail, comprising 
the ^teps of: 

converting an e-mail message from text to speech; 
receiving an input request for a selected e-mail mes- 



sage; 



file; 



reading the selected e-mail message; 
recording a reply to the selected e-mail message; 
produ^ng an audio file containing the recorded reply; 
sending\the^3trd4^ file to a/computer; 

sending ft reff^y e-mail g^ntaining a link to the audio 



playing 1 
saving the audi* 




135. The method of claim 134 wherein the audio file is a 

RealAudio file. 



136. 



The method of claim 134\and wherein said saving step 
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includes the step of converting the audio file to a designated 
file format.) 

137. The \nethod of claim 136 wherein the designated file 
format is a WAV, 

138. The Method of claim 136 wherein the designated file 
format is a compressed WAV format. 

A system for management of electronic mail, comprising: 
a text-to-speech converter converting^ an e-mail message 
from t\xt to speech; 

a receiver receiving an input request for a selected e- 

mail message; 

a >first audio player reading the selected e-mail mes- 
sage; 

an aud^Q recorder recording a reply to the selected e- 
mail message, and p\oducing an audio file containing the recorded 
reply; 

a transmitte A sending the audio file to a computer and 
sending a reply e-mail containing a link to the audio file; 

a second audio player playing the audio file; and 
a data processor saving the audio file. 



140. The system of claim 139 wherein the audio file is a 

RealAudio file. 
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141. The system of claim 139 and wherein said data processor 
converts the audio file to a designated file format. 

142. The system of claim 141 wherein the designated file 
format is a WAV format. 

143. \ The system of claim 141 wherein the designated file 
format is \a compressed WAV format. 

A method for voice communication comprising the steps 



tele) 



providing a telephone network including a multiplicity 
d hones interconnected by telephone network interconnec- 



prpviding a computer network having a multiplicity of 

nodes ; 

enabling e-mail communication between said nodes; 

providing a multiplicity of voice response computers, 
each voice response computer being connected to a node of said 
computer network; abd 

making eacli voice response computer actuable by an 
input received from on^ of said multiplicity of telephones via 
said telephone network foV communicating voice received via said 
one of said multiplicity of telephones via e-mail over said 
computer network. 

14*5. A method of voice communication according to claim 144 

and also comprising the step of providing buddy functionality 
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whereby communications are sent to user- selected buddies via said 
ccmiputer network. 

146. \ A method of voice communication according to claim 144 
and \also comprising the step of providing buddy functionality 
whereW communications are sent to user- selected buddies via said 
computer network indicating that a user is communicating using a 
user's \ telephone via said telephone network with a user's voice 
response\ computer . 

147. A method of voice communication according to claim 144 
and also aomprising the step of providing buddy functionality 
whereby communications are sent to user- selected buddies via said 
computer network indicating that a user has communicated voice 
via said telephone network and said computer network using a 
user's telephone \ and a user's voice response computer. 

148. A method of voice communication according to claim 144 
and wherein said voice response computers are operative to con- 
vert DTMF to a buddy communication protocol. 

149. A method of voice communication according to claim 144 
and wherein said voice response computers communicate with a 
database . 

150v A method of voice communication according to claim 149 

and whferein said database is an SQL database. 
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151. A method of voice communication according to claim 144 
and comprising the step of actuating at least one of said voice 
response computers by choosing an e-mail address of a recipient 
from a pre-defined directory. 

152. A method of voice communication according to claim 144 
and comprising the step of actuating at least one of said voice 
response computers by the entering an e-mail address of a recip- 
ient via DTMF codes. 

153. A method of voice communication according to claim 152 
and comprising the step of operating at least one of said voice 
response computers to store in a directory, e-mail addresses 
entered by a sender. 

154. A method of voice communication according to claim 144 
and comprising the step of actuating at least one of said voice 
response computers by entering an e-mail address of a recipient 
via speech recognition by the at least one of said multiplicity 
of voice response computers. 

1>5\ A method of voice communication comprising the steps 

f : \ 

\providing a telephone network including a multiplicity 
of telephones interconnected by telephone network interconnec- 
tions; \> 

providing a computer network having a multiplicity of 
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node^; 

enabling e-mail communication between said nodes; 
providing a multiplicity of voice response computers, 
each voiisje response computer being connected to a node of said 
computer network; and 

making each voice response computer actuable by an 
input receives from one of said multiplicity of voice response 
computers via said computer network for receiving voice communi- 
cated via e-maYl over said computer network and providing a 
voice output to a telephone via said telephone network. 




15L6. 



A method of voice communication according to claim 155 



ana\also providing buddy functionality whereby communications are 
sent Vrom user-selected buddies via said computer network. 



157. 



A method of voice communication according to claim 155 



and also providing buddy functionality whereby communications are 
sent from us^r- selected buddies via said computer network indi- 
cating that a tf^er is communicating using a user's telephone via 
said telephone network with a user's voice response computer. 



158. A method ofWoice communication according to claim 155 

and also providing budaV functionality whereby communications are 
sent from user-selected \uddies via said computer network indi- 
cating that a user has colqmunicated voice via said telephone 
network and said computer network using a user's telephone and a 
user's voice response computer, 
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15\. A method of voice communication according to claim 155 

and \herein said voice response computers are capable of sensing 
the presence of a link to an audio file in e-mail received there- 
at. 



1£0. a method of voice communication system according to 

claim 159 and wherein said voice response computers are capable 
of accessing said audio file via said link for playing said audio 
file to a recipient. 

A method of voice communication comprising the steps 

providing a telephone network including a multiplicity 
of telephones interconnected by telephone network interconnec- 
tions; 

p^pviding a computer network having a multiplicity of 

nodes ; 

enabling e-mail communication between said nodes; 
providing a multiplicity of voice response computers, 
each voice response computer being connected to a node of said 
computer network; 

making each\ voice response computer actuable by an 
input received from one >of said multiplicity of telephones via 
said telephone network f or ^communicating voice received via said 
one of said multiplicity d£ telephones via e-mail over said 
computer network; 

making each voice response computer also actuable by an 
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input received from one of said multiplicity of voice response 
computers via said computer network for receiving voice communi- 
cated vi$ e-mail over said computer network; and 

>roviding a voice output to a telephone via said tele- 
phone netwbrk. 

162. A method of voice communication according to claim 161 
an<\ also providing buddy functionality whereby communications are 
sent^ to user-selected buddies via said computer network. 

163. \ A method of voice communication according to claim 161 
and also providing buddy functionality whereby communications are 
sent to uteer-selected buddies via said computer network indicat- 
ing that \a user is communicating using a user's telephone via 
said telephone network with a user's voice response computer. 

164. A method of voice communication according to claim 161 
and also providing buddy functionality whereby communications are 
sent to user-selected buddies via said computer network indicat- 
ing that a user has communicated voice via said telephone network 
and said computer netwbrk using a user's telephone and a user's 
voice response computer. 



of: 



A method of voice communication comprising the steps 



providing a telephone network including a multiplicity 
of teleplWies interconnected by telephone network interconnec- 
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tions;^ 

providing a computer network having a multiplicity of 

nodes ; 

enabling e-mail communication between said nodes; 
connecting a multiplicity of voice response computers, 
each voice response computer to a node of said computer network; 
and 

makin\ actuable at least one of said voice response 
computers by an Ynput received from one of said multiplicity of 
telephones via said telephone network for communicating voice 
received via said ohe of said multiplicity of telephones via a 
non-streaming Internet^ protocol over said computer network. 

16€>. A method of voice communication according to claim 165 

andValso providing buddy functionality whereby communications are 
sent\:o user- selected buddies via said computer network. 

167. \ A method of voice communication according to claim 165 
and also providing buddy functionality whereby communications are 
sent to useiy- selected buddies via said computer network indicat- 
ing that a User is communicating using a user's telephone via 
said telephone network with a user's voice response computer. 

168. A method of voice communication according to claim 165 
and also providing buddy functionality whereby communications are 
sent to user- selected buddies via said computer network indicat- 
ing that a user has communicated voice via said telephone network 
and said computer network using a user's telephone and a user's 
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voice response computer. 

169. A method of voice communication according to claim 165 
and comprisiVig the step of operating said voice response comput- 
ers to convert DTMF to a buddy communication protocol. 

170. A method of voice communication according to claim 165 
and comprising the step of actuating said multiplicity of voice 
response computers is by choosing an e-mail address of a recipi- 
ent from a pre-defined directory. 

A method of voice communication according to claim 165 
^6] and \comprising the step of actuating said multiplicity of voice 
response computers by entering an e-mail address of a recipient 
via DTMF\codes. 

172. A method of voice communication according to claim 171 
and comprising the step of operating said multiplicity of voice 
response computers to store in a directory, e-mail addresses 
entered by a sender. 

173. A method of voice communication according to claim 165 
and comprising the step of actuating said multiplicity of voice 
response computers by the entering an e-mail address of a recip- 
ient via speech recognition by one of said multiplicity of voice 
response computers. 
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of: 1 



A method of voice communication comprising the steps 



providing a telephone network including a multiplicity 
of telephones interconnected by telephone network interconnec- 
tions; 

roviding a computer network having a multiplicity of 

nodes; 

>ling non-streaming Internet protocol communication 
between said nodes; 

connecting a multiplicity of voice response computers, 
each voice response computer to a node of said computer network; 
and 

actuating \ an input received from one of said multi- 
plicity of voice response computers via said computer network for 
receiving voice communicated via a non- streaming internet proto- 
col over said computer network and providing a voice output to a 
telephone via said telephone network. 

175. A method of voice communication according to claim 174 

and also prowC&i^g buddy functionality whereby communications are 
sent from us^^selected buddies via said computer network. 

1^6. A method of voice communication according to claim 174 

and also providing buddy functionality whereby communications are 
sent f^om user-selected buddies via said computer network indi- 
cating that a user is communicating using a user's telephone via 
said telephone network with a user's voice response computer. 
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177, A method of voice communication according to claim 174 

and also providing buddy functionality whereby communications are 
sent from tiger- selected buddies via said computer network indi- 
cating thajb\ a^ uger has communicated voice via said telephone 
network and \ said computer network using a user's telephone and a 
user's voice response computer, 

17B • A method of voice communication according to claim 174 

andNcomprising the step of being capable of sensing the presence 
of a\link to an audio file in e-mail received thereat by said 
voice response computers. 

179. a method of voice communication according to claim 178 

and comprising the step of being capable of accessing said audio 
file via said link for playing said audio file to a recipient. 

l&CTl A method of voice communication comprising the steps 

of; 

providing a telephone network including a multiplicity 
of telephones interconnected by telephone network interconnec- 
tions; 

pi^viding a computer network having a multiplicity of 

nodes ; 

enablirig e-mail communication between said nodes; 

connecting at least one voice response computer of a 
multiplicity of voic^ response computers to a node of said com- 
puter network; and 
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actuating a voice response computer by an input re- 
ceived from one of said multiplicity of telephones via said 
telephone network for communicating voice received via said one 
of said multiplicity of telephones via a non-streaming Internet 
protocol over said computer network, each voice response computer 
also being actuable by an input received from one of said multi- 
plicity of voice response computers via said computer network for 
receiving voice communicated via a non-streaming Internet proto- 
col over said computer network and providing a voice output to a 
telephone via said telephone network. 

181. A method of voice communication according to claim 180 
andValso providing buddy functionality whereby communications are 
sent V o user-selected buddies via said computer network. 

182. \ A method of voice communication according to claim 180 
and also\providing buddy functionality whereby communications are 
sent to uslar-selected buddies via said computer network indicat- 
ing that a user is communicating using a user's telephone via 
said telephone network with a user's voice response computer. 

183. A method of voice communication according to claim 181 
and also providing buddy functionality whereby communications are 
sent to user- selected buddies via said computer network indicat- 
ing that a user haA communicated voice via said telephone network 
and said computer network using a user's telephone and a user's 
voice response computer. 
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184. A method of voice communication comprising the steps 

of: \ 

\ providing a cellular telephone network Including a 
multiplicity of telephones interconnected by telephone network 
interconnections ; 

\providing a computer network having a multiplicity of 
nodes ; \ 

enabling communication between said nodes; 
connecting at least one computer of a multiplicity of 
computers , to ia node of said computer network; and 

actuating at least one of said computers by an input 
received from one of said multiplicity of telephones via said 
telephone networks for communicating messages received via said 
one of said multiplicity of telephones via a telephone compatible 
Internet communication language over said computer network, at 
least one of senders \pr recipients of said messages being user- 
selected buddies. \ 

IjSff^ A method of voicfe communication comprising the steps 

of: \ 

providing a cellulat telephone network including a 
multiplicity of telephones interconnected by telephone network 
interconnections ; \ 

providing a computer network having a multiplicity of 
nodes ; \ 

enabling communication between said nodes; 

connecting at least one computer of a multiplicity of 
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computers tjo a node of said computer network; and 

actuating at least one of said computers by an input 
received from one of said multiplicity of voice response comput- 
ers via said computer network for receiving messages communicated 
via a telephone compatible Internet communication language over 
said computer! network and providing a telephone compatible 
Internet communication language output to a telephone via said 
telephone network, at least one of senders or recipients of 
said messages beiWj user-selected buddies. 

lJsHSf. A method of voice communication comprising the steps 

of: \ 

a providing a cellular telephone network including a 
multiplicity of telephones interconnected by telephone network 
interconnections ; \ 

providing a computer network having a multiplicity of 
nodes; \ 

enabling communication between said nodes; 

connecting at lebst one computer of a multiplicity of 
computers to a node of said computer network; and 

actuating at least Wie of said computers by an input 
received from one of said multiplicity of telephones via said 
telephone network for communicating messages received via said 
one of said multiplicity of telephones via a telephone compatible 
Internet communication language over said computer network, each 
computer also being actuable by an input received from one of 
said multiplicity of computers via\said computer network for 
receiving messages communicated over \said computer network and 
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providing a telephone compatible Internet communication language 
output to a telephone via said telephone network, at least one of 
senders ^r recipients of said messages being user-selected 
buddies . 

l^f^T A method of voice communication for use with a computer 

network and comprising the steps of : 

providing a recorder recording a sender's voice; 
providing a web server storing the sender's voice; and 
providing \a notifier sending a notification to at least 

one recipient, saiA notification containing a link enabling 

retrieval of the sender's voice from said web server. 

188. A method of voice communication according to claim 187 
and comprising the step of employing a telephone network in the 
recorder . 

189. A method of voice communication according to claim 187 
and comprising the step of employing a microphone outputting to a 
computer in the recorder . 

190. A method of voice communication according to claim 187 
and comprising the step of storing the sender's voice together 
with the met a- information associated therewith in a single stor- 
age unit of said web server. 

191. A method of voice communication according to claim 190 
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and comprising the step of spooling the sender's voice to a local 
storage facility in said recorder. 

192. A method of voice communication according to claim 190 
and also comprising the step of transmitting a sender's voice 
from a transmitter. 

193. A method of voice communication according to claim 192 
anA comprising the step of transmitting said sender's voice via 
HTTP Vut to said web server of said transmitter. 

194. \ A method of voice communication according to claim 192 
and comprising the step of spooling the sender's voice to an SMTP 
server of said transmitter. 

195. A method of voice communication according to claim 192 
and comprising the step of encoding a sender ' s voice in a com- 
pressed format in said transmitter. 

196. A method of voice communication according to claim 192 
and \comprising the step of including an SMTP server in said web 
server\ 

197. \a method of voice communication according to claim 
192 and comprising the step of including an HTTP server enabled 
to handle PUT ^commands in said web server. 

198. A method of voice communication according to claim 187 
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and comprising the step of encoding said sender's voice in a 
streaming format in s_aid web server. 

199. A method of voice communication according to claim 187 
and comprising the step of operating said web server to encode 
multiple senders' voices simultaneously. 

200. A method of voice communication according to claim 187 
and comprising the step of including a functionality which asso- 
ciates user preferences with recorded user voice elements in said 
web server. 

201. A method of voice communication according to claim 187 
and comprising the step of including the following functionality: 

formatting the notification as a function of at least 
one parameter of the recipient. 

202. A method of voice communication according to claim 187 
and comprising the step of including the following functionality: 

formatting the notification for a plurality of partici- 
pants as a function of at least one parameter of each recipient. 

203. A method of voice communication according to claim 187 
and comprising the step of connecting said link to at least an 
advertising medium. 

204. A method of voice communication according to claim 203 
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and also comprising -the step of connecting said link also con- 
nects to an audio file. 

A method of voice communication using: 

a telephone network including a multiplicity of tele- 
phones interconnected by telephone network interconnections; 

a computer network having a multiplicity of nodes and 
enabldN^g communication between said nodes; 

at least one web server connected to one of said multi- 
plicity od\ nodes; and 

least one voice response computer connected to one 
of said multiplicity of nodes, 

and comprising the steps of : 

at \ least one of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates data wi\h said at least one web server using a 
telephone compatible Internet communication language; 

at least\pne of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates voice with saiq at least one voice response comput- 
er ; and 

at least one of\said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates identification information to said at least one 
voice response computer, said identification information estab- 
lishing a connection between said voice and said data. 



20fi< A method of voice communication using: 

a telephone network including aYmultiplicity of tele- 
phones interconnected by telephone network rnterconnections; 

a computer network having a multiplicity of nodes and 
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enabling communication between said nodes; 

at l^east one web server connected to one of said multi- 
plicity of nodes; and 

at least one voice response computer connected to one 
of said multiplicity of nodes, 

and comprising the steps of: 

kt least one of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates datA with said at least one web server using a 
telephone compatible Internet communication language; 

at \ least one of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates voice wdth said at least one voice response comput- 
er; \ 

at least one of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates identification information to said at least one 
voice response computer \ said identification information estab- 
lishing a connection between said voice and said data; and 

said at least one voice response computer re- 
cords said voice received from said at least one of said multi- 
plicity of telephones. \ 

2Xff. A method of voice commuiaication using: 

a telephone network inaluding a multiplicity of tele- 
phones interconnected by telephone Vietwork interconnections; 

a computer network havinma multiplicity of nodes and 
enabling communication between said nodes; 

at least one web server connected to one of said multi- 
plicity of nodes; and ' 
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at; least one voice response computer connected to one 
of said multiplicity of nodes, 

andk the method comprising the steps of: 

\ at least one of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates aata with said at least one web server using a 
telephone compatible Internet communication language; 

\at least one of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates voiae with said at least one voice response comput- 
er ; and \ 

at\least one of said multiplicity of telephones 
communicates identification information to said at least one 
voice response computer, said identification information estab- 
lishing a connection between said voice and said data; 

said crc least one voice response computer re- 
cords said voice receives from said at least one of said multi- 
plicity of telephones and\stores said voice on said web server; 
and \ 

a notification is sent to at least one recipient, 
said notification containing\a link enabling retrieval of the 
voice from said web server, \ 

2&S~. A method of voice communication comprising the steps 

of: \ 

providing a computer netwqrk having a multiplicity of 
nodes ; \ 

enabling e-mail communication^ between said nodes; 

connecting at least one database to said computer net- 
work; and \ 
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storing ^-mail communications between said nodes. 

209 . A method of voice communication according to claim 208 
and also comprising the step of connecting at least one voice 
response computer at a node of said computer network, said at 
least one voice response computer being capable of accessing said 
at least one database. 

210. A method of voice communication according to claim 209 
and comprising the step of interposing at least one proxy inter- 
posed between said at least one voice response computer and said 
at least one database. 

211. A method of voice communication according to claim 208 
and wherein each of said multiplicity of databases contains a 
plurality of mail tables, wherein each mail table has assigned 
thereto a limited number of users. 

212. A method of voice communication according to claim 208 
and wherein at least one of said multiplicity of databases in- 
cludes a list of destination addresses. 

213. A method of voice communication according to claim 212 
and wherein said list comprises a multiplicity of lists of desti- 
nation addresses. 

214. A method of voice communication according to claim 213 
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and wherein at; least: one of said multiplicity of databases in- 
cludes a meta-list for indexing said multiplicity of lists. 

215. A method of voice communication according to claim 178 

and wherein said voice response computers are capable of sensing 
the presence of a link to an audio file in e-mail received there- 
at. 
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